
 
 

9 STOREYS OF SHAME  
Each of the nine floors of Atul Nagar society in Warje has 4 flats, but each was a study 
in shame as no one helped top-floor residents left seriously injured after being attacked 
by a relative with a chopper  
Gitesh.Shelke @timesgroup.com  

 
 
    For fifteen minutes lifted straight out of a formula Hollywood serial killer flick, four profusely 
bleeding persons including senior citizens and women went from door to door of their nine-storey 
apartment building after being attacked by a relative with a chopper, but no one opened their 
doors or helped in any way.  
    Help finally arrived for the Mathadhikari family in the form of a team from the Warje police 
station, who took the injured to hospital in their police vehicles to save time and avoid further loss 
of blood. The injured included the attacker, who tried to slit his own throat as well.  
    The horror story that unfolded at Atul Nagar housing society in Warje, located around a km off 
the Katraj-Dehu Road bypass, had its seed in the deteriorating relations between Neha Rajesh 
Waran (34) and her husband, Rajesh Chandrakant Waran (49). It culminated in Rajesh attacking 
Neha, her parents and relatives in their ninth-floor apartment with a chopper.  
    In the attack, Varendran Nilkanth Mathadhikari (67), his wife Sulabha (57), his son Ravindra 
(36) and his daughter Neha Rajesh Waran (34) sustained deep injuries to their hands. Varendra 
sustained a deep injury to his head as well.  
    According to Inspector Sunil Darekar of Warje PS, Neha and Rajesh had been staying separately 
for the past few months. “Rajesh was annoyed with the separation. Neha, who works in a private 
company, is the breadwinner for the family, while Rajesh is unemployed,” he said.  
    Shockingly, none of the neighbours living on the floors below the Mathadhikaris’ apartment 
attempted to help the victims, despite loud cries and screams that resounded through the building 
for over 10 minutes. The victims wanted someone to nab Rajesh, and help in getting to a hospital. 
But no one offered help. Later, when the police tried to make inquiries with the neighbours, 
majority of the doors were locked despite it being a Sunday. All the residents claimed they were at 
the temple for Datta Jayanti, and didn’t hear anything.  
    The four injured persons begged for help from their neighbours while climbing down all nine 
floors of the building, but doors kept on shutting on their faces. Despite seeing them bleed, no one 
even offered to take them to hospital. Policemen at the spot said that besides blood spilt in the 
apartment, thick blood stains were found on each floor. Darekar said all the victims are out of 
danger. “It’s sad no one offered to help them,” Darekar said.  
    As per the FIR lodged by Sayali Mathadhikari, victim Ravindra’s wife, Rajesh is an alcoholic and 
needs money to purchase alcohol. After Neha left home for her parents’ place, the situation 
worsened. A few months ago, Neha had lodged a complaint with the police about being beaten up 
by Rajesh, and police had taken preventive action against him. After this, Neha’s family members 
had barred him from entering their house.  
    Around 1 pm on Sunday, Rajesh went to the terrace of his in-laws’ building. From the terrace, he 
climbed down to the ninth-floor apartment’s balcony. He carried the chopper while climbing 
down, entered the hall and went about assaulting whoever he could find in the apartment.  
    In the meantime, Mathadhikari’s daughter-in-law Sayali managed to rush out of the apartment 
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and alerted the police control room. There were four children in the house as well — two each of 
Ravindra and Neha, but two of the kids had gone downstairs for Datta Jayanti celebrations in the 
temple downstairs. Thankfully, the two children present inside the apartment were left untouched 
by Rajesh.  
    In a bid to protect themselves from the chopper, all the victims used their hands and sustained 
deep injuries to them. In the assault, Neha’s mother Sulabha lost the small and ring fingers on one 
hand. After assaulting them, Rajesh attempted to kill himself by slitting his throat, but the gash was 
not deep enough.  
    Deputy commissioner of police (Zone I) Dnyaneshwar Phadtare said society members should at 
least offer to help victims of any tragedy. “But it seems that no one wants to help each other, 
especially in criminal cases where victims are seriously injured. Society members must help,” he said. 
 
    Phadtare said that in such situations, police fail to get good panch witnesses to help them make 
out a proper panchnama, and secondly, no good witnesses are available to the policemen. “Society 
should help victims and the police to get convictions,” he appealed. He said that in a majority of 
the cases of chain snatching, the suspect managed to flee crowded roads, because no one 
intervenes.  
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The four victims ran screaming for help down the nine floors of this building after being attacked 
with a chopper, and landings on all floors have bloodstains in front of the apartment doors, left by 
victims as they knocked on doors that wouldn’t open (R)  
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Most residents of the society claimed that they were ‘at the temple’ at the time of the incident, 
which is why their doors were locked when the victims came begging for help  
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Police found corridors and the stairwell in the building covered in the victims’ blood when they ran 
from door to door crying for help  
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A forensic expert collects blood samples at the crime scene  
 
 

 
Blood was spattered all over the living room of the apartment where the attack took place, after the 
assailant climbed in through the balcony  
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